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St Peter’s Church, Earle Street. CW1 2AG     

Phone: (01270) 560310 Web www.stpeterscrewe.org.uk 

Sunday   9am   Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday     9am                    Word Service 

Christmas Day  9am                    Holy Communion 

All Saints’ Church, Stewart Street. CW2 8LX. 

Phone 01270 560310 Web www.allsaints’crewe.org.uk 

Sunday   10.45am  Holy Communion  

2nd  Sunday    10.45am             Word Service 

24 December   11.30pm             Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 10.45am             Word Service 

ON LINE services 20 Dec 4pm Carol Service  

     24 Dec 4pm Zoom Christingle.                                                            

Jan Services 10 & 24 St Peter’s Holy Communion 9 am 

Word service 3, 17 and 31 January at 9 am  

All Saints’ Holy Communion 3 and 24 Jan at 10.45am 

Word Service 10, 17 and 31 January at 10.45am. 

Services are subject to change as circumstances dictate. 

CONGRATURLATIONS AND FAREWELL 
 

Our curate Rev. Catherine Cleghorn has been appointed as 
priest in charge of Warmingham Parish Church and 
Leighton cum Minshull and we wish her well in her  new 
posts. 
We thank Catherine for her sterling work with us 
especially during the first lockdown  and appreciated her 
computer presentations during that difficult time.  Her 
parishes are not too far away so hopefully we will see  her 
around from time to time. 
Catherine takes up her new posts in January. 
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WELCOME FROM THE EDITOR 
 
          Children’s holiday packed lunches again 

will be available from St. Andrews on 19, 23, 27 

& 31 December—these are four day family 

lunch boxes. Becky and her team will be 

distributing them, catering for 150. Thanks to all 

of them in this vital work. 

 I bought a book recently called ‘If I Could 

Tell You Just One Thing subtitled Encounters 

with Remarkable People and their Most Valuable Advice by Richard 

Reed.’ 

 It had people like Dame Judi Dench, Andy Murray, Margaret 

Atwood, Bear Grylls but the most powerful advice for me came from Lt 

Col. Lucy Giles, the first female college commander to run Sandhurst, 

the military academy. 

 At Sandhurst she’ll often get in full battle kit and go jog alongside 

the troops in training. She’ll already have some intelligence on those 

who are struggling so she makes sure she runs alongside them, asks a 

few questions works out what’s up and see’s if she can help. 

 An officer cadet was doing fine except he could not do a run 

within the time  limit and you only get three chances at this before you 

are out.  At the last attempt his physical training instructor came along 

side and did it with him, which made all the difference as this time he 

passed. 

 In a similar way God came down at Christmas to be alongside us, 

hence the name for Jesus, Emmanuel ‘God with us,’ providing we invite 

him to. 

 May I wish you a Blessed and Happy New Year. 
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DESCENT by Malcolm Guite 

 
They sought to soar into the skies, 
Those classic gods of high renown, 
For lofty pride aspires to rise, 
But you came down. 
 

You dropped down from the mountains sheer, 
Forsook the eagle for the dove, 
The other Gods demanded fear, 
But you gave love. 
 

Where chiseled marble seemed to freeze 
Their abstract and perfected form, 
Compassion brought you to your knees, 
Your blood was warm. 
 

They called for blood in sacrifice, 
Their victim on an altar bled, 
When no one else could pay the price, 
You died instead. 
 

They towered above our mortal plain, 
Dismissed this restless flesh with scorn, 
Aloof from birth and death and pain, 
But you were born. 
 

Born to these burdens, borne by all 
Born with us all ‘astride the grave,’ 
Weak, to be with us when we fall, 
And strong to save. 
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     CAROLS  

These have become almost exclusively associated with Christ-

mas. This was not always the case, and occasionally we hear 

of ‘Easter Carols’ such as ‘This Joyful Eastertide or Ye Choirs of 

New Jerusalem.’ 

The word ‘carol’ comes from two Latin words contare ‘to sing’, 

and rola which is an exclamation of joy, thus in Italian we find 

the word carolare, which means ‘to sing songs of joy’. We can 

see why Christmas, the feast of the nativity of our Lord or of 

the incarnation of the Word made flesh, should be associated 

with exclamations of joy! 

The first exclamations of joy the first Christmas carol perhaps 

is the Gloria in Excelsis, the song of the angels proclaiming the 

good news of Jesus birth to the shepherds see Luke’s gospel 

chapter 2 verse 14.      Cont p 7 
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Have you ever wondered why the angels were sent to shep-

herds? Apparently if you were a shepherd, you were practically 

regarded as an ‘outcast’.  

A priest in a rural church in Cheshire but brought up in the city 

said to his congregation they were the ‘scum of the earth’ at 

which point all the farmers in the congregation bristled, as 

some Welsh sheep are brought to the lowlands of Cheshire for 

the winter, before being taken back to high ground in the 

spring, fortunately he noticed and then said ‘that was then not 

now.’ 

This year there will be an on line carol service as we are not al-

lowed to sing in church, hopefully sometime next year we will 

be allowed to again.  

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS 

As usual there will be the large board in the church where you 

can display a Christmas card for the whole church as opposed 

to giving a card individually if you so wish. The money that you 

save can then be donated to the  Herridge Technical School in 

Burundi. Many thanks.                     

           W.P. 
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JANUARY  SAINTS 

 
Our first Saints are those 
remembered on the 13th of 
January and there are three. 
First is Hilary who died in 367.  At 
the time much of the church was 
under the influence of  Arianism 
named after Arius a priest of 
Alexandria in Egypt.   
The orthodox faith is that the 
three persons of the Trinity are 
equal.  
 
 Hilary was born in Poitiers in 

France in about 315.  He was an intellectual and eventually came to 
faith in God through a long period of study and reflection.  He was 
made bishop of Poitiers in 353 and for the rest of his life was the 
most outspoken defender of the true faith against the followers of 
Arius.  One of these was the then emperor Constantine who had 
Hilary excommunicated and exiled into Asia Minor.  Here he came 
into contact with the Eastern church which allowed his spirituality to 
deepen.  He returned from exile in 360 but was not allowed to 
resume his role as bishop.   The Eastern church used hymns, Hilary 
brought that idea back with him. He is the first person that is known 
to have written hymns in the Western church. 
 
 
 
The second is Kentigern, better known by the nickname Mungo.  The 
details of his life are very vague.  Possibly the illegitimate grandson of 
a Saxon prince, he lived in South of Scotland and went to a school in a 
monastery near the Firth of Forth.   He stayed on in the monastery 
and eventually became bishop of Strathclyde.   
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JANUARY  SAINTS continued 

 
 
 
Celtic bishops were free to travel, and he 
went to Wales where he founded the 
church at St Asaph. When he returned to 
Dumfries, he founded the Church in Glas-
gow where the present cathedral is dedicat-
ed to him. He died in 603 in Glasgow. 
 
 
 
 
The last of the three 

is George Fox, one of the founders of the Quak-
ers. He was born in 1624, the son of a weaver.  
He lived during the English civil war, and had a 
lifelong quest for spiritual enlightenment.  At the 
age of 19 he had a vision where a voice told him 
he should be directed by Christ alone.  He took 
these as a sign that everyone should be guided 
by their own inner light, a central idea for Quak-
ers still.   He began preaching in 1647, rejecting 
political and religious authority, and claimed that 
all our activities should come from our inward 
contemplation and a social conscience inspired by God.  He opposed war 
and the idea that a Church could be a part of the state, and was impris-
oned 6 times - the last ending in 1675. 
 
He made several missionary journeys overseas and then concentrated 
on building up the Society of Friends through Quaker schools and com-
munities, until his death in 1691.  

         Jim Shepherd 
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DOMESTIC ABUSE 
  
 Apparently this is one of the most commonest crimes 
in our society which the police have to deal with. 
Unfortunately the Christmas period can make matters 
worse because of the additional stress caused.   
 Kirsty Allsopp of T.V. fame recommends reducing stress 
by doing things in advance so that on the day, you only do 
what you have to do. Another tip is to wrap presents well in 
advance and not on Christmas Eve, as it always takes longer 
than anticipated. My tip, use carrier bags, it is a lot easier 
altogether. 
 If you are in danger then get out and ring the police. 

 
 
 
Scams 
 
 Simple Rules to Follow 
 Don’t click on links in emails or social media unless 
you are 100% sure it is genuine. If  you are unsure check by 
a separate phone call, that the email is genuine. 
 Don’t give bank or card details to someone who 
phones you. 
 Don’t click on links in text messages. 

 
“If it’s out of the blue, it’s not for you". Stay Safe 
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Crewe Salvation Army 
Christmas Appeal: 
 
Due to COVID restrictions Crewe Salvation Army are having 
to run the Christmas Appeal in a significantly different way. It 
will also limit the amount of support they are able to offer. 
They will not be able to accept gifts from toy services this 
year. 
 
Instead, they are planning to provide vouchers to the teams 
that normally refer people for them to purchase what they 
need for their families. As a result they have asked those 
Churches that usually support them to give financially this 
year. Churches can pass this on to them as a lump sum or 
individuals can send contributions directly to them. 
 

PRAYERS FOR NEW YEAR 
 

 God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 Whose years never fail 
 And whose mercies are new each returning day; 
 Let the radiance of your Spirit renew our lives, 
 Warming our hearts and giving light to our  minds; 
 That we may pass the coming year 
 In joyful obedience and firm faith; 
 Through him who is the beginning and end, 
 Your Son, Christ our Lord, 
 Who is alive and reigns with you, 
 In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 One God, now and for ever.                    Amen 
 
Common Worship, Archbishops’ Council 
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Minister 
 
 
Curate 

Revd. Oliver Igwe  
c/o The Vicarage, 79 Stewart Street, Crewe.  CW2 8LX     
Email:  allsaintscrewe@gmail.com or 
stpeterscrewe@gmail.com 
Revd. Catherine  Cleghorn 
Email:catherine.cleghorn@hotmail.com 

560310 
 
 

07813 
117385 

Readers Anne Marshall 
Jim Shepherd 

214695 
587877 

Safeguarding Helen Watts 664346 

Mothers' Union Anne Marshall - 1st Monday in the month 2 p.m. 214695 

Magazine Editor Wendy Peacock ourparishmag@gmail.com                     214292 

Magazine 
Distribution 

Celia Johnson  663533 

 

All Saints Church Officers  

Church Warden Janette Webster  665012 

   

PCC Secretary  Stephen Lawley                                                                        

PCC Treasurer Alan Shaw 669774 

Musical Director Maggie Shaw 669774 
 

All Saints Activities & Contacts  

Rainbows and 
Brownies 

Janette Webster - Thursdays 4.45 pm till 6:15 pm 665012 

Church Hall Hire  Contact church office  

Church Flowers Celia Johnson - donations welcome 663533 

B.Leaf Bereavement Relief – Pam Edwards & Tony Timms  

Youth Club Maureen Cross. Wednesdays -  6.30-8pm 663301 

 

St. Peters Church Officers  

Church Wardens Joan Maltus  

PCC Secretary  John Gale. 586965 
PCC Treasurer Graham Evans. 582163 

 

St. Peters Activities & Contacts  

Rainbows Sue Warren - Tuesdays 5.00 p.m. till 6 p.m. 581442 

Brownies Emma Warren  - Tuesdays 6.30 till 8.00 p.m. 581442 

Social Karen Bratley  

Directory—St. Peter's and All Saints' 
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Deadline for maga-
zine articles  

Wednesday 13th 
January for the 
February  issue. 

Send to our-
parishmag@gmail.
com or by hand to 
Wendy or Maggie. 

Thanks 
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