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St Peter’s Church, Earle Street. CW1 2AG  
Tradi onal Anglican Worship with Holy Communion using the Book of 
Common Prayer, tradi onal and modern liturgy.    
Phone: (01270) 560310 Web: www.stpeterscrewe.org.uk 
1st Saturday 10am  Coffee Stop 
Sunday   9am  Holy Communion 
2nd Sunday   4‐5pm Bring and Sing (informal music‐based worship) 

Wednesday  9am   Morning Prayer  

All Saints’ Church, Stewart Street. CW2 8LX 
A more informal family worship service in a modern se ng. 
Phone: (01270) 560310  Web: www.allsaintscrewe.org.uk  
Sunday   10.45am  Family Eucharist  
1st Sunday  6.30pm  Service of Healing and Wholeness 

3rd Sunday  6.30pm  ‘The Well’ ‐ Exploring Spirituality 

Thursday  11am   Mid‐week Eucharist 

Thursday  12‐1pm  Soup and a Smile 

   

Coming soon 
Tuesday December 5th 6.30pm — Christmas Social at St. Peter’s 

Sunday December 10th 4.00pm — Chris ngle at St. Peter’s 

Saturday December 16th 9.30am — Maintenance Morning at All Saints’ 

Sunday December 17th 3.30pm — Chris ngle at All Saints’ 

Sunday December 17th 6.30pm — Joint Carol Service at All Saints’ followed 
by refreshments 

Sunday December 24th 12.00am — Midnight Communion at  All Saints’ 

Monday December 25th 9.00am — Communion at  St. Peter’s 

Monday December 25th 10.45am — Communion at  All Saints’ 

Sunday January 6th 5.00pm— Epiphany Party at All Saints’ 

Keep up to date with other events this season via the Sunday take away. 



3 

 

Cover image: Na vity (Copyright Free) 

Submissions for the February issue should be received by 24th January 2018 

Lisa Smith at St. Peter’s 

Welcome 

 
The fes ve season is upon us again and as we move in to Advent I would like 
to thanks everyone for their support during my turn as editor of this 
magazine, it is only as good as it’s content and I have been blessed with a 
steady supply of your interes ng stories and reports. All I can ask of you all is 
to con nue that same enthusias c support for Lisa as she takes the reigns in 
2018 for the February edi on. 
 
Our church will be offering a full programme of services during the fes ve 
period and will be happy to see you all at both All Saints’ and St. Peter’s 
during the Advent period. 
 

Artsfest2017!! 
It came... and went! All that hard work and folk are now talking about 'next 

me'! Thanks so much to those who helped in any way at all. 
To give you some idea of how the money was raised :‐ 
Entrance takings.......£237.  
Dona on tubes......£48.20 
Book stall........£88.50 
Cra  stall......£102.94 
White elephant stall....£117.30 
Pop up cra  stall rents....£255 
Cafe...........£583.56 
Lucet stall..............£16. 
Raffles and produce.....£236.00 
Gallery................£225 + 
Mystery Objects.......... £40 
 
Misc items....... including later dona ons and unused money from the council 
grant brought the raised funds to a grand total of £2,243.88p. The P.C.C. have 
sent a cheque for £1500 to Macmillan, fantas c! 
             B.G.M. 
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Homeless Shelter 2018 
 
Next year's Shelter dates have been agreed upon and they are;‐ 
Tuesday evenings January 30th, February 6th, 13th ,20th and each following 
morning breakfast. 
 
Like this year everything will be taking place at the YMCA on Gresty Road and 
there will be no need for any overnight staffing. 
 
Saint Andrews will be providing their own team in 2018 which is great but 
leaves us with a couple of gaps in our team. We could do with 1 more volunteer 
to make up the breakfast team and 1 or 2 volunteers to provide 1 of the even‐
ing meals. (you wouldn't be le  on your own ‐ honestly!) 
 
If you feel you can and would like to join in this very worthwhile and rewarding 
project please talk to Dave or Barbara or Marlene. 
           B & D Mc. 

St Peter’s Community Hall 
 
Thank you to everyone who gave towards our Harvest Appeal for the Hall.  We 
raised about £1,000 a er gi  aid!   We want to improve the toilets and the 
kitchen so the PCC has created a commi ee to supervise the project. 
We have met and the first thing we did was to decide on the name.  The school 
rooms and  St Peter’s Church Hall were suggested, but we thought that St Pe‐
ter’s Community Hall best described how we imagined the hall would be used. 
Sue, Emma and Tara have already done loads of work thinking about what 
needs doing for the Brownies and the Rainbows and we thought it would be 
good to get some other opinions just to make sure that nothing has been over‐
looked.  So we are going to talk to some people with experience of running ac‐

vi es in the community and by the me you read this we will have asked 
some of the neighbours in Vincent Street and Earle Street what they think. 
All this work means we should be in a good posi on to know what we could do 
with our hall to make it more usable by people; for children’s par es, for social 
gatherings and ac vi es involving local people.   This in turn means that our 
applica ons for grants for the work needed are more likely to be successful. 
If you have any comments, talk to any of the commi ee,  Sue, Emma, Tara, Lisa, 
Sarah, Reverend Jane or me. 
              Jim Shepherd 
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My Cursillo Experience – Staffing Chester Cursillo #55 

When I was asked to be a member of the staffing team at the Cursillo weekend 

being held at Foxhill on the 26th – 29th October 2017 it was unexpected but 

such a privilege to be asked. 

It started by a ending two training days both at St Ma hews in Edgeley, one on 

the 22nd July 2017 and one on 30th September 2017.  These gave me the op‐

portunity to meet people who had staffed on my Cursillo weekend and new 

people from the 4th day community who would be staffing this weekend. 

On the 26th October the start of the Cursillo weekend the staffing team met for 

lunch and a erwards made our way to Foxhill to get ready for the par cipants.  

We all had specific roles during the weekend and I was one of the General Go‐

fers and it was our job to ensure that everything was where it should be and 

assist others if required.  Everyone worked together as a team. 

The par cipants arrived and the weekend began   

Thursday night started with Dinner and then everyone mee ng in the confer‐

ence room to receive their pilgrims’ guides, it was then down to Chapel for 

Compline and a period of medita on and reflec on, bed me drinks served by 

the general gofer’s. 

Friday and Saturday were very busy days ensuring that the par cipants and oth‐

er staff members had everything they needed, and the dining room was set for 

lunch and dinner mixing everyone up so that they sat with different people each 

me and ensuring that drinks and cake were served on me. 

Sunday was just as busy as we got ready for the Clausura and packed everything 

away and the dining room set for the bring and share tea and to welcome the 

visitors for the Clausura. 

The weekend finished at 6:30pm it was a very ring but enjoyable experience 

and one that I would do again if asked.  The feedback from the par cipants that 

it was a very full and enjoyable weekend and have all shown an interest in 

staffing a weekend. 

                  Tracy Fisher  
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Imagine 
 
Remember when your toilet was outside and you had to walk across the 
yard when you needed ‘to go’‐ that’s in both Frank and my memory me, so 
not so long ago! 
Imagine not having to go across a safe, small yard but out into the bush with 
the dangers of insects, snakes and people wai ng to a ack you 
Remember more recently your camping holidays, having to trek across to 
the sanitary block with real toilets and clean, running water and to the stand 
pipes for your water supply 
Imagine your toilet being in the bush with no clean water, no hygiene at all 
– drinking water coming from muddy, dirty rivers and water holes 
Remember your children growing up and being toilet trained, how you had 
to stop what you were doing to take them to the toilet, but very soon, in 
retrospect, they were able to take themselves 
Imagine there not being a me when you no longer had to accompany your 
children to the toilet to keep them safe from the above predators 
Imagine that one day you didn’t accompany your 14 years old daughter as it 
was s ll daylight and you were sure she would be safe: you really had to get 
the dinner cooked 
Imagine how you’d feel when your 14 years old daughter had to leave 
school because she had been a acked and was pregnant, because you had‐
n’t been able to leave the cooking that once 
Think how many mes you go to the toilet each day 
Imagine living in a society that says it is unacceptable for women to be seen 
going into the bush for the toilet – these poor women can only go during 
hours of darkness 
 
You might no ce that there are no full stops in the above.  That’s because 
our memories don’t stop and neither should our imaginings of what life is 
like for people without sanita on.  I use the word sanita on because it en‐
compasses both toilets and clean running water.  The toilets are very, very 
basic but with them comes fresh clean water from a pump and also the 
knowledge of hygiene.  When a toilet comes to a home, knowledge of wash‐
ing hands and basic hygiene are also brought.  Women teach others what 
they need to do and the whole village benefits.  These toilets aren’t deliv‐
ered and installed by B&Q, they are dug and built by the people themselves.  
It really is very basic. 
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No going into the store and choosing a design; it’s a hole in the ground and a 
rough hut around it but it’s pure luxury. 
 
19th November is World Toilet Day.  By the me you read this, it will have 
passed, but the need will s ll be there.  £60 will provide a simple toilet for a 
family and you will receive a framed toilet twinning cer ficate to hang in your 
bathroom, to provide a talking point with guests.  You might have seen these in 
some cafes and wondered just what they were.  However, £60 is a lot of money 
to find.  Our ward is the 10th poorest in the borough, but so rich compared 
with so many other places.  Nobody is asking you to find £60, but could you 
manage £5?  The organisa on doesn’t have to have precisely £60, they can put 
lots of small dona ons together, larger dona ons can have the surplus added 
to smaller dona ons.  Every penny counts.  Every me you spend a penny, put 
a penny in a jar and send that amount.  We take our running water for granted.  
We take our clean hygienic toilets for granted, and rightly so as it should be 
every person’s right to have clean water and toilets, to end the disease from 
dirt, 
 
At its most simple: 
 
These are the basic latrine op ons, where water for flushing is not available: 
The simple pit latrine 
This is the cheapest and most basic form of ‘improved sanita on’. A pit at least 
1.5 metres deep is covered with a cover, slab or floor with a hole in it. The hole 
is covered with a lid to contain smells and flies, and the latrine is covered with a 
shelter. When the pit is full to within 0.5 metres of 
the hole, it is topped up with soil. Then, a new pit 
is dug and the slab and shelter can be reused. 
 
Please send your dona on to:  Toilet Twinning, 
1052‐1054 Christchurch Road, Bournemouth  BH7 
6DS 
 
If you say that you belong to St Peter’s and All 
Saints churches in Crewe I’m hoping that they’ll be 
able to give us a total donated by us during De‐
cember and January.  We might manage a whole 
toilet between us, or maybe half the hut, but every penny counts as we thank‐
fully use our own toilets. 
              Karen Bratley 
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An Autumn Morning at Fourzeau 
 
So there we were sat out in glorious autumn morning sunshine contempla ng 
the state of the village of Levare, and perhaps a li le of the world beyond as 
well. Despite the chill in the air and the bright sunshine the grass in the garden 
will have to wait once more for its long overdue cut. Everything is so very wet 
underfoot. November in our li le corner of France always means soggy ground 
and lots of muddy roads. So much so that several of the local fields s ll have 
not had the maize (corn) harvested due to the damage the heavy machinery 
would cause to the land. So with a Gallic shrug of the shoulders it will remain 
so un l the colder weather hardens off the ground sufficiently to complete the 
job normally done in October. 
So we moved on to reflect on our Sunday morning visit to Levare church. There 
is now only a service on the first Sunday of the month. It starts at 9.15 and fin‐
ishes before you Crewe people have even arrived at church! We counted 39 
souls in church, including the Priest, Sacristan, Organist and Chanteuse. We 
were, as usual, the only non‐French there. The priest's address was all about 
the problems of the Catholic Church here. They are short of ordained priests 
(at least those younger than 85!) and also of willing and able laity to plug some 
of the gaps. Our priest le  to get to his third Mass of the morning as soon as he 
had wished us 'good Sunday and good week ahead'. Dwindling congrega ons 
mean financial problems ahead too. The Diocese Synod are due to have serious 
discussions next month and asking for ideas. Does anything sound familiar? 
On a brighter note, the village lives to fight another day! There are only two 
businesses in Levare and both have been on the verge of closing their doors 
before Christmas. However the boulangerie (bakery) was closing because the 
excitement of star ng work at 4 in the morning has long since worn off for Ve‐
ronique and Giles but someone from a nearby village has taken over, much to 
the relief of us villagers. The bar, named 'Le Bacchus' was to close due to a fam‐
ily crisis but Nadine has decided to soldier on for a while. So a er the morning 
service half the congrega on turned le  to form a disorderly queue for bread 
and the other half turned right to se le the world's problems over a small 
aperi f in the bar. We did both but stuck to coffee! 
So began yet another pleasant day here in rural France. Next Sunday morning 
at 11 o'clock we will don our poppies and join in the commemora ons and the 
roll call of the fallen at the war memorial in the village before turning le  then 
right as usual! 
 
                   DMc. 
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December and January Saints 
 

December 6th is the feast day of one of the most popular of 
Saints, Nicholas.   He was the bishop of Myra (Lycia in today’s 
Turkey) who died about 326.  That is all that is known for cer‐
tain about him.   He is said to have saved three girls from pros‐

tu on by paying a dowry so they could get married.  The leg‐
end is that the family had fallen into poverty and he gave the 
money at night so that they did not know the source.  He is 
said to have saved three sailors who had been condemned to 
death unjustly.   The legend has some more fantas cal ele‐
ments, such as raising children from death.  Dutch se lers in 
North America combined the story of Saint Nicholas with the 

fable of a magician who punished naughty children and rewarded good ones to 
create Santa Claus. 
 

On 13th December the Church remembers St Lucy   She was 
murdered in the persecu on of the Church in the years 303‐
304, which was one of the most severe of the Roman empire.  
Very li le is known of the girl herself and the legend of her life 
is a fic onal account.   She is said to have been arrested while 
distribu ng food to the poor and sentenced to a horrible 
death from which she was saved, un l she was executed with 
a sword.  Perhaps she is best considered an example of those 
who have died for the sake of the Good News of Jesus Christ 
over the centuries. 

 
Just a er Christmas, on December 27th we celebrate St 
John, Apostle and Evangelist.   His exact iden ty is not cer‐
tain.  He is probably not the brother of James, one of the 
sons of thunder  as Jesus called them.   He is probably the 
mysterious other disciple, who leant next to Jesus at the last 
supper (John 13:23) and who outrun Peter to get to Jesus’ 
tomb (John 20:4).    He was exiled to Patmos (rather than 
executed as the other disciples were) and he knew the  High 
Priest (John 18:15) so I think he came from a rich family.  
The church that gathered around him on Patmos is the source of the Gospel, 
the book of Revela ons and the three short le ers. 
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William Laud was archbishop of Canterbury from 1633 to 
1645.  At the me the Church of England was strongly Cal‐
vinist, like the Presbyterian Church of Scotland.  He was 
not and tended towards a high church form of worship 
when plainness and simplicity were the standard.   He en‐
couraged the use of candles, altar frontals and insisted on 
surplices being worn.   A er bishops were abolished in the 
Church of England his posi on became more and more 
precarious and King Charles 1 was not able to protect him.  
He was condemned to death by an act of Parliament and 

executed.  On the scaffold he prayed for the peace of the kingdom and for the 
unity of the church. 
 

Charles Gore was born in 1853 and he was a member of 
the Anglo‐Catholic movement.  A er an academic career 
he was ordained bishop, eventually becoming bishop of 
Oxford in 1911.   He founded the Community of the Res‐
urrec on which is now based at Mirfield near Hudders‐
field.   He helped to change the Anglo‐Catholic movement 
from the reac onary Oxford movement into a more liber‐
al central form which was the dominant form of the 
Church of England un l fairly recently.  He died in 1932 on 
17th January. 

 
Finally, Francis de Sales was the Roman Catholic bishop of  
Geneva in 1602   At the me Geneva was under the control of 
Calvin and his successors, and most of the people of Geneva 
had converted to a Reformed faith.  Nevertheless he was a 
model bishop and visited his diocese widely even though the 
region is mountainous.   He was known for his goodness, pa‐

ence and mildness, even among the Calvinists.  He kept his 
own food plain and had a simple lifestyle.  He died on 24th 
January 1622. 
     
              Jim Shepherd 
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Come and be refreshed at The Well at All Saints 
 
The Well Service is con nuing its rota onal format this year, following a pa ern 
of three service styles – Praise Band worship with Tes mony, Sung Evensong 
with the choir, and Taize with members of both.  Do come along and try our 
different flavours of worship at The Well, every third Sunday of the month at 
6.30 p.m. 
 
Here is our calendar of services for the rest of the year – why not note the 
dates in your diary now! 
 
21st January   Praise Band Worship 
18th February  Taize 
18th March   Sung Evensong  
15th April   Praise Band Worship 
20th May   Taize 
17th June   Sung Evensong 
15th July   Praise Band Worship 
19th August   Taize  
16th September  Sung Evensong  
21st October  Praise Band Worship 
18th November  Taize  
16th December  Carol Service:‐ St Peter’s Church 
 
If you’d like any further informa on, please contact Maggie by phoning 669774 
or emailing maggie_shaw@sky.com. 
 

Quiz Night at All Saints 
 

Monday night was the first All Saints quiz night, to 
celebrate our new projec on system. The night 
was well a ended and began with a fantas c  meal 
prepared by Jane e and Marlene, many thanks to 
them both. The evening then con nued with a 
quiz, a lot of fun was had by all and the quiz was 
popular with  everyone. Prizes were awarded for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd and the scores were very close a 

good result and enjoyed by all. 
                Tony F. 
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Bible Readings For December and January 2018 Services 

3rd December:  First Sunday of Advent 

1 Corinthians 1: 3 ‐ 9 

Mark 13: 24 ‐ end  

10th December:  Second Sunday of Advent 

2 Peter 3: 8 – 15a 

Mark 1: 1 ‐ 8  

17th December:  Third Sunday of Advent 

1 Thessalonians 5:16‐24 

John 1:6‐8, 19‐28  

24th December:  Christmas Eve 

Romans 16: 25 ‐ end 

Luke 1: 26 ‐38  

25th December:  Christmas Day 

Romans 1: 1 ‐ 7 

Luke 1: 26 ‐38  

31st December:  First Sunday a er Christmas 

Gala ans 4: 4 – 7 

Luke 2: 15 ‐ 21  

7th January:  Epiphany 

Ephesians 3: 1 – 12 

Ma hew 2: 1 ‐ 12  

14th January:  First Sunday a er Epiphany 

Revela on 5: 1 – 10 

John 1: 43 ‐ end  

21st January:  Second Sunday a er Epiphany 

Revela on 19: 6– 10 

John 2: 2 ‐ 11  

28th January:  Third Sunday a er Epiphany 

Revela on 12: 1 – 5a 

Mark 1: 21 ‐ 28  
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Minister Revd. Jane Colley, c/o The Vicarage, 79 Stewart Street, 
Crewe.  CW2 8LX    Email:  ejmmcc@aol.com 

Please call Jane to arrange a visit to discuss Bap sms, 
Marriages and the calling of Banns. 

560310 
 

07404 
778831 

Readers Anne Marshall 
Jim Shepherd 

214695 
587877 

Safeguarding Helen Wa s 664346 

Mothers' Union Anne Marshall ‐ 1st Monday in the month 2 p.m. 214695 

Magazine 
Distribu on 

Celia Johnson  663533 

 

All Saints Church Officers  

Church Warden Jane e Webster  665012 

Church Warden Marlene Harper 663285 
PCC Secretary  Tracy Fisher                                                                     07491 698286  

PCC Treasurer Alan Shaw 669774 

Musical Director Maggie Shaw 669774 
 

All Saints Ac vi es & Contacts  

Rainbows Jane e Webster ‐ Thursdays 4.45 p.m. ll 6 p.m. 665012 

Brownies Angela Hall ‐ Thursdays 4.45 ll 6.30 p.m.                  07803 264411 

Tots Group Ann Newton  ‐  Mondays 10.00 ‐ 11.15 a.m.              07732 947141 

Church Hall Hire Marlene & Stuart Harper. 663285 

Church Flowers Celia Johnson ‐ dona ons welcome 663533 

B.Leaf Bereavement Relief – Pam Edwards & Tony Timms 668526 

Youth Club Maureen Cross. Wednesdays ‐ Juniors (Age 8‐11)  
6.30–8 p.m.  Seniors (Age 11‐21) 8 – 10 p.m. 

663301 

 

St. Peters Church Officers  

Church Wardens Lisa Smith  and Joan Maltus  

PCC Secretary  John Gale. 586965 
PCC Treasurer Graham Evans. 582163 

 

St. Peters Ac vi es & Contacts  

Rainbows Sue Warren ‐ Tuesdays 5.00 p.m. ll 6 p.m. 581442 

Brownies Emma Warren  ‐ Tuesdays 6.30 ll 8.00 p.m. 581442 

Magazine Editor Tony Fisher   ‐  anthony_f@live.co.uk.                        509360 

Directory—St. Peter's and All Saints' 



15 

 

Place your  
adver sement here 

 
Contact 

 
Alan Shaw on 
01270 669774 

 
To discuss your  
requirements 
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